Wednesday Walk Report

10/8/2016
Felltimber Creekupstream of Felltimber Creek Road
LeaderFleur Stelling, CSU

On our final walk of this series along Felltimber creek the Wednesc
Walkers are joined byeverali 1 D1 &tists, andl Beo@rtainly
have plenty ofnterestingsubject matterand beautiful native
specimens on this walk.
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Before we set off from Felltimber Creek Road, Fleur has some interesting information on what we should
expect to find irthis type of remnant woodland:

A healthy 10 hectare remnant woodland would typically contain:

Eucalypts of various ages, including holldearing trees and regeneration
A shrub layer (particularly wattles and bush peas)
Mostly grassy understorey with various native herbs
60-100 species of vascular plants

Abundant fallen timber

3040 species of birds (mostly insectivores)

Over 10 mammals (madly bats)

Up to 10 reptiles

A diverse range of insects

A healthy canopy of trees
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Most woodlands of 10 hectares in farmland throughout the region contain:

1 Eucalypts of one age class (mostly fiEaropean)

No shrubs

Mainly grassy understorey mostly of introded grasses
Less than 10 vascular plants

Branches tidied up and burnt

Less than 10 birdg mostly dominated by large aggressive birds (noisy miners, magpie, eastern rose
mudlark)

About 5 species of mammals

1-2 species of reptile

Abundant insects (fewpsecies)

Eucalypt dieback common.
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Information from lan Davidson, Wildlife Biologist (1998)

Thisleads to a discussion about tree hollows; how many we should expect to find per hectare, and how
many per tree According to Victorian Land for Wildlife note®s a general guide, three to ten hoHow



bearing trees, witas many as thirty hollows, may be required per hectare to support a diverse wildlife
population. This figure will vary depending on the number of wildlife species, habitat type and so on. Note
that many hollow entrances are small and may not be visilofe f
theground 8 4EEO , &7 11 O0A 1 AEAO E
attached for your information.

The NSW Office of Environmental Heritage has listed loss of hollow
bearing trees as a Key Threatening Process, with species reliant on tr
hollows for shelter andaiests including at least 46 mammals, 81 birds, 3
reptiles and 16 frogs. The investigating Scientific Committee found thg
in urban and rural residential landscapes holibearing trees persist in
parks, small reserves, yards and road corridors, althougjlow density
varies greatly (Harpegt al.2005). Clearing of vegetation for urban
expansion and other development, including the creation of asset
protection zones against wildfire, contributes significantly to the
ongoing loss of hollowbearing treesConcern over the risk to humans
from falling branches, and the potential for litigation, has increasingly
to removal or pruning of hollovbearing trees

' Before we leave theoadside, Fleur identifiethe wattle now in flower
. as Sver wattle. There is alsBlack wattle in this stretch dhe creek,
| whichflowers after Silver wattle.

Mearwhile, the artists among us hawdready
started sketchinglAs we cross the creeke see
. typical weeds of highly disturbed areasfild
Oats,tall and drywith extensive seedheads
" (below left) Pattersons Curse withat
distinctive purple bell flowerbelow centre Mallow {ve call itmarshmallaw), with
it® large green leavebelow right) These aréveedshecausea)they repraduce
out of all proportionand prevent native species frogrowing (reducing ;
biodiversty) c) theycause problems for us (eg, become a fire hazard, a walking @
hazard, are poisonous etc)

Entering the creek walk is a pleasuréo see the many remnant Eucalypts
(especally in comparison to ougarlier Felltimber walk) River red gums and
Apple Box in partiglar. There are very old specimerghich would be full of
hollows-as well as youngdrees and saplings. This is a vggod signas it
showsthey areable to repraluceand are proiding habtat to suit a wide variety 4 Y
of needs. b

These remnants are supported by well grown planted indigenous natives
thankswe believe to the old Felltimber @ekLandcare goup. These might be




15 years old and are adding substantially to the faod habitd available in this small patch with seeds,
leaves bark andnectar.

Above:River Bottlebrusi{Callistemon sieberifsolden Wattl§ Acacia minantha} Indigo Australis
Below:Lightwood (A. implexa) Ovenswattle (A. pravissimaKunzeaericoides

IR, L - These plants

o FN { need to have the
green plastic
guards removed
before they
strangle the
trunks. Theyare
agoodexample
of how plastic
never breaks
down!

Fleur explains the basics of )
identifying Apple Box The first
clue is whereghey are growing
in thelandscape; ustally on
creek linesas they lovegood
soil with plenty of moisture s
The next clue is the rough barkg s
(right), then the juverile leaves [
which are roundnd alternate
up the stem(far right)

Despite the good nurbers of nativerees and understorplants here, the creekig®
isalso heauy infestedwith willows andblackberries. Both have prob&b
estabishedafter the habitat plantings, as the blablerry stands in particular
look to be about 5 years olét.is a shame thestvo woody weed speciewere
not treated when young, as they are now wedlylond control byhand andwill
cost thousands to remove mechanically or withemicals Along the waywe
spy(and those of us with good noses, smell) a fox run. There will be a fox d
hiddenhere amongst the blackberriegand the foxes will bbreeding and
busilycreating their owrpreferred habiat. They do thissimplyby eating
berries €gprivet, blackberry) and defecating. The seeds grow awndila! More



privet, more blackberies! This is one of the lesser known reasons why foxes are Isatelal pestsOf
course, they wi also be eating any small na& creatures they can cat¢cforaging in garbage and killing
peopled chickensind pet guinea pigs

Foxes als@pread Blackberry Nightshad&/e were amazed to learn from Lizette that the black berry
fruits are not poisonousandare in fact quite edible! Most of us know this plant@eadly Nghtshaded

and Lizette was not able to convince many of us to actually try the be@iesie more info on that aspect
is herehttps://foodnstuff.wordpress.com/2013/05/23/nais-dangerousas-you-thought/ Edible or not, this
is still anenvironmentalweed, so please pull it up whenever you see it!

Growing alonggle the blackberries, but unfounately doomed to nobe able toBold their owrBagainst
them, are our native raspberries. The photo below givg®ad indication of how to tell the difference
They have similar form, but the blackberry (top of photo) is a darker green, has bigger leaves and is a
much more vigorous plat.

Another woody
weed we see is a
Photinia(left)z
frequently planted
as a hedging plant
in urban gardens.
There are only one
or two along this
stretch of the creek
and they could be
removedby handz
cutand paint
method.

Arend River redguns amazing the way they fall over then just keep on growikig?e is a beau®y


https://foodnstuff.wordpress.com/2013/05/23/not-as-dangerous-as-you-thought/

