
 

  

Wednesday Walk Report  

10/8/2016  

Felltimber Creek upstream of Felltimber Creek Road 

Leader Fleur Stelling, CSU  

On our final walk of this series along Felltimber creek the Wednesday 

Walkers are joined by several ïÎ ÐÌÅÉÎ ÁÉÒȭ artists, and we certainly 

have plenty of interesting subject matter and beautiful native 

specimens on this walk.   

&ÌÅÕÒ ÉÓ Ȱ/Î Á -ÉÓÓÉÏÎȱȦ 3ÈÅ ËÎÏ×Ó ÆÒÏÍ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÏÓÔ 

!ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÍÕÃÈ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ 

Ȭ7ÁÔÔÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ 'ÕÍ ÔÒÅÅÓȭȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÎÇe that. 

7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ Ȭ2ÅÍÎÁÎÔ 6ÅÇÅÔÁÔÉÏÎȭȩ )ÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÖÅ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅ ÓÉÎÃÅ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÓÅÔÔÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 

ÔÈÅ ÈÕÇÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÄÅȢ 7ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÉÔȩ -ÁÉÎÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ ×Å ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÕÓÅȠ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÁÄÓÉÄÅÓȟ ÓÔÅÅÐ 

hills no good for agriculture, rocky places, swampy places, along creek lines. Ȭ2ÅÍÎÁÎÔ ÖÅÇȭ ÉÓ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÖÅ 

Australian creatures have to survive in. 

Before we set off from Felltimber Creek Road, Fleur has some interesting information on what we should 

expect to find in this type of remnant woodland: 

This leads to a discussion about tree hollows; how many we should expect to find per hectare, and how 

many per tree. According to Victorian Land for Wildlife notes, Ȱas a general guide, three to ten hollow-

A healthy 10 hectare remnant woodland would typically contain: 

¶ Eucalypts of various ages, including hollow-bearing trees and regeneration 

¶ A shrub layer (particularly wattles and bush peas) 

¶ Mostly grassy understorey with various native herbs 

¶ 60-100 species of vascular plants 

¶ Abundant fallen timber 

¶ 30-40 species of birds (mostly insectivores) 

¶ Over 10 mammals (mostly bats) 

¶ Up to 10 reptiles 

¶ A diverse range of insects 

¶ A healthy canopy of trees 

Most woodlands of 10 hectares in farmland throughout the region contain: 

¶ Eucalypts of one age class (mostly pre-European) 

¶ No shrubs 

¶ Mainly grassy understorey mostly of introduced grasses 

¶ Less than 10 vascular plants 

¶ Branches tidied up and burnt 

¶ Less than 10 birds ɀ mostly dominated by large aggressive birds (noisy miners, magpie, eastern rosella, 

mudlark) 

¶ About 5 species of mammals 

¶ 1-2 species of reptile 

¶ Abundant insects (few species) 

¶ Eucalypt dieback common. 

Information from Ian Davidson, Wildlife Biologist (1998) 

 



 

bearing trees, with as many as thirty hollows, may be required per hectare to support a diverse wildlife 

population. This figure will vary depending on the number of wildlife species, habitat type and so on. Note 

that many hollow entrances are small and may not be visible from 

the groundȱȢ 4ÈÉÓ ,&7 ÎÏÔÅ ÍÁËÅÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ 

attached for your information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before we leave the roadside, Fleur identifies the wattle now in flower 

as Silver wattle. There is also Black wattle in this stretch of the creek, 

which flowers after Silver wattle. 

Meanwhile, the artists among us have already 

started sketching! As we cross the creek we see 

typical weeds of highly disturbed areas: Wild 

Oats, tall and dry with extensive seedheads 

(below left); Pattersons Curse with itȭs 

distinctive purple bell flower (below centre); Mallow (we call it marshmallow), with 

itȭs large green leaves (below right). These are Ȭweedsȭ because a) they reproduce 

out of all proportion and prevent native species from growing (reducing 

biodiversity) c) they cause problems for us (eg, become a fire hazard, a walking 

hazard, are poisonous etc). 

           

Entering the creek walk it is a pleasure to see the many remnant Eucalypts 

(especially in comparison to our earlier Felltimber walk); River red gums and 

Apple Box in particular. There are very old specimens -which would be full of 

hollows -as well as younger trees and saplings. This is a very good sign as it 

shows they are able to reproduce and are providing habitat to suit a wide variety 

of needs.  

These remnants are supported by well grown planted indigenous natives ɀ 

thanks we believe to the old Felltimber Creek Landcare group. These might be 

The NSW Office of Environmental Heritage has listed loss of hollow 

bearing trees as a Key Threatening Process, with species reliant on tree 

hollows for shelter and nests including at least 46 mammals, 81 birds, 31 

reptiles and 16 frogs. The investigating Scientific Committee found that, 

in urban and rural residential landscapes hollow-bearing trees persist in 

parks, small reserves, yards and road corridors, although hollow density 

varies greatly (Harper et al. 2005). Clearing of vegetation for urban 

expansion and other development, including the creation of asset 

protection zones against wildfire, contributes significantly to the 

ongoing loss of hollow-bearing trees. Concern over the risk to humans 

from falling branches, and the potential for litigation, has increasingly led 

to removal or pruning of hollow-bearing trees 



 

15 years old and are adding substantially to the food and habitat available in this small patch with seeds, 

leaves, bark and nectar. 

 

Above: River Bottlebrush (Callistemon sieberi) : Golden Wattle (Acacia picnantha): Indigo Australis 

Below: Lightwood (A. implexa): Ovens wattle (A. pravissima): Kunzea ericoides 

These plants 

need to have the 

green plastic 

guards removed 

before they 

strangle the 

trunks. They are 

a good example 

of how plastic 

never breaks 

down! 

 

Fleur explains the basics of 

identifying Apple Box. The first 

clue is where they are growing 

in the landscape; usually on 

creek lines as they love good 

soil with plenty of moisture. 

The next clue is the rough bark 

(right), then the juvenile leaves, 

which are round and alternate 

up the stem (far right) 

Despite the good numbers of native trees and understory plants here, the creek 

is also heavily infested with willows and blackberries. Both have probably 

established after the habitat plantings, as the blackberry stands in particular 

look to be about 5 years old. It is a shame these two woody weed species were 

not treated when young, as they are now well beyond control by hand and will 

cost thousands to remove mechanically or with chemicals. Along the way we 

spy (and those of us with good noses, smell) a fox run. There will be a fox den 

hidden here amongst the blackberries, and the foxes will be breeding and 

busily creating their own preferred habitat. They do this simply by eating 

berries (eg privet, blackberry) and defecating. The seeds grow and voila! More 



 

privet, more blackberries! This is one of the lesser known reasons why foxes are such hated pests. Of 

course, they will also be eating any small native creatures they can catch, foraging in garbage and killing 

peopleȭs chickens and pet guinea pigs! 

Foxes also spread Blackberry Nightshade. We were amazed to learn from Lizette that the black berry 

fruits are not poisonous, and are in fact quite edible! Most of us know this plant as ȬDeadly Nightshadeȭ 

and Lizette was not able to convince many of us to actually try the berries. Some more info on that aspect 

is here https://foodnstuff.wordpress.com/2013/05/23/not-as-dangerous-as-you-thought/ Edible or not, this 

is still an environmental weed, so please pull it up whenever you see it! 

Growing alongside the blackberries, but unfortunately doomed to not be able to Ȭhold their ownȭ against 

them, are our native raspberries. The photo below gives a good indication of how to tell the difference. 

They have similar form, but the blackberry (top of photo) is a darker green, has bigger leaves and is a 

much more vigorous plant. 

Another woody 

weed we see is a 

Photinia (left) ɀ 

frequently planted 

as a hedging plant 

in urban gardens. 

There are only one 

or two along this 

stretch of the creek 

and they could be 

removed by hand ɀ 

cut and paint 

method. 

Arenȭt River redgums amazing the way they fall over then just keep on growing? Here is a beautyȣ 

 

https://foodnstuff.wordpress.com/2013/05/23/not-as-dangerous-as-you-thought/

