
Pathways to Landcare                                         

for young p eople  

 

A prospectus of opportunities for                        

educational institut ion s  

 

 

 

 

   



  

 Pathways to Landcare                                           
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! ΨǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǳǎΩ ŦƻǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀƭ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŀōƭŜΣ Ǉractical 

opportunities/pathways to connect students with Landcare. 

This project is an initiative of Wodonga Urban Landcare Network and has been developed in 

partnership with Petaurus Education Group.  

This project is funded by the Victorian Landcare Program through the North East Catchment 

Management Authority. 

For more information, please contact: 

Anne Stelling, Facilitator 

Wodonga Urban Landcare Network Inc. 

PO Box 44, Wodonga, 3690 

Office: 03 5728 3302 Mobile: 0428 565 195 

      Email: wodongalandcare@gmail.com 



 

What is Pathways to Landcare for young p eople?  

A project strengthening the pathways for young people in Wodonga to connect 

with the natural environment and engage with management of our beautiful 

bush parks.  

What is in this prospectus?  

The Wodonga area is very fortunate to have so many community and 

government organisations able to support students and teachers. This 

prospectus brings together the programs, projects and activities available to 

²ƻŘƻƴƎŀΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǘŜǊǘƛŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ 

young people in Landcare.  The prospectus aims to provide educators with 

inspiration for future activities and connections with their local Landcare 

groups and natural resource management organisations.  

Some example of opportunities available to students and educators in the 

Wodonga area include: 

¶ Outdoor classroom experiences and excursions 

¶ Nestbox monitoring and construction  

¶ Community service and environmental experiences  

¶ Work experience/placements and VCAL programs  

¶ In school activities (incursions and sustainability programs) 

¶ Local online resources 

¶ Short courses for practical Landcare skills 

¶ Professional Development for educators through joining the Local 

Education Network for Sustainability (LENS).  
 

How do I find out more?  

Contact: Anne Stelling, Wodonga Urban Landcare Network on 0428 565 195 or 

wodongalandcare@gmail.com or Join: The Local Education Network for 

Sustainability (LENS) Facebook page to keep up-to-date with events and 

opportunities for educators and students in our region:  @LENSalburywodonga 

  

mailto:wodongalandcare@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/lensalburywodonga/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Groups supporting  Wodonga  Educational Institut ions 

 

Department of the 
Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning  
(DELWP)  

Glen Johnson 
T: 0418 501 936  
E:Glen.Johnson@delwp.vic.gov.au                                           
W: www2.delwp.vic.gov.au  

Eco Inquire Leanne Smith 
T: 0400 531 601 
E: leanne@ecoinquire.com.au 
W: www.ecoinquire.com.au 

HalveWaste Karen Brawn  
T: 0427 728 230  
E: education@halvewaste.com.au                           
W: www.halvewaste.com.au 

North East Catchment 
Management Authority  
(NECMA) 

Samuel Gitahi 
T: 02 6071 6095  or  0418 145 240 
E: samuel.gitahi@necma.vic.gov.au 
W: www.necma.vic.gov.au 

North East Water Diane Doyle 
T: 02 6022 0580 
E: education@newater.com.au 
W: www.newater.com.au 

Our Native Garden Nursery  
(ONG) 
 

Jill Dawson  
T: 0418 579 331  
E: ongnursery@gmail.com                                            
W: www.ournativegarden.com.au 

Parklands Albury Wodonga  
(PAW) 

Ant Packer  
T: 02 6023 6714  
E: info@parklands-alburywodonga.org.au                  
W: www.parklands-alburywodonga.org.au 

Petaurus Education Group 
(PEG) 

Owen Dunlop  
T: 0412 886 642  
E: Owen.Dunlop@det.nsw.edu.au                         
W: www.wirraminna.org.au 

  
  
  
  

mailto:education@halvewaste.com.au
mailto:samuel.gitahi@necma.vic.gov.au
http://www.necma.vic.gov.au/
file:///G:/Kathie/Petaurus/WULN%20Pathways/education@newater.com.au
file:///G:/Kathie/Petaurus/WULN%20Pathways/www.newater.com.au
mailto:info@parklands-alburywodonga.org.au
mailto:Owen.Dunlop@det.nsw.edu.au


 
 
 
 

 

Plasticwise Wodonga Elizabeth Malone 
E: elizabethmalonepww@gmail.com 
W: www.plasticwise.net 

School Environment 
Education Directory (SEED) 
and ResourceSmart 

Linda Anania  
T: 0413 584705  
E: seed@newrrg.vic.gov.au                                            
W: www.seed.vic.gov.au 

The Murray-Darling 
Freshwater Research Centre 
(MDFRC) 

Rachel Gorman 
T: 02 6024 9885  
E: R.Gorman@latrobe.edu.au                                         
W: www.mdfrc.org.au  

The Sustainable Activity 
Centre  
(The SAC) 

Claire Greenhalgh  
T: 0406 943 436  
E: claire@sustainableactivitycentre.com.au 
W:www.sustainableactivitycentre.com.au 

¢ƘǳǊƎƻƻƴŀ aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘ Bruce Dyce  
T: 0428 432 413  
E: thurgoonamensshed@gmail.com 
W: www.thurgoonamensshed.wordpress.com  

Wild Pollinator Count 
 
 
 
 

Karen Retra 
T: 0428 629 099 
E: wildpollinatorcount@gmail.com 
W: www.wildpollinatorcount.com 

Wodonga Council Andrew Griffiths 
T: 02 6022 0355   
E: agriffiths@wodonga.vic.gov.au                        
W: www.wodonga.vic.gov.au 

Wodonga Urban Landcare 
Network (WULN) 

Anne Stelling 
T: 03 5728 3302 or 0428 565 195 
E: wodongalandcare@gmail.com 
W:www.wodongaurbanlandcarenetwork.org.au 

mailto:elizabethmalonepww@gmail.com
http://www.plasticwise.net/
mailto:seed@newrrg.vic.gov.au
http://www.seed.vic.gov.au/
mailto:R.Gorman@latrobe.edu.au
http://www.mdfrc.org.au/
mailto:claire@sustainableactivitycentre.com.au
http://www.sustainableactivitycentre.com.au/
mailto:thurgoonamensshed@gmail.com
http://www.thurgoonamensshed.wordpress.com/
http://www.wildpollinatorcount.com/
mailto:agriffiths@wodonga.vic.gov.au
http://www.wodonga.vic.gov.au/
mailto:wodongalandcare@gmail.com
http://www.wodongaurbanlandcarenetwork.org.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Opportunities, Activities 

and Programs for 

Wodonga Educational 

Institutions providing 

Pathways to Landcare  

for young people  



Outdoor classroom experiences and excursions  

Workshops  

PEGΩǎ environmental educators can run a range of fun workshops at your local 

park, waterway or in your preschool/school grounds ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ Ψ²ƛǊǊŀƳƛƴƴŀ ƻƴ 

²ƘŜŜƭǎΩ program. Example activities include Water bugs (Preschool ς 

Secondary), Aussie animal habitats (Preschool ς Primary) and Bush treasure 

hunt (Preschool ς Primary). 

Walk ôn Talk 

Preschool ς Tertiary students can participate in a ²ŀƭƪ Ψƴ Talk at their local 

park or at a site of particular interest and learn about the local environment. 

Groups can take part in a session led by a local expert. If there is a particular 

topic that schools are interested in learning about, WULN may be able to 

suggest a leader.  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƪ Ψƴ ¢ŀƭƪ 

themselves. This could be a leadership project where students coordinate the 

logistics and promotion of the event with support from WULN. 

Monitoring native species  

See over page: Nestboxes ς monitoring and construction 

River detectives  

River Detectives is an education program of Catchment Management 

Authorities that supports teachers and leaders to get young people connecting 

to their local waterway. It is suitable for students from Primary - Secondary 

level. NECMA is the local contact for this program. 

Schools and youth community programs can apply to be a part of the program 

which, if successful, allows your group to borrow a water monitoring kit; the 

teacher/leader can attend training sessions; you can access more activities, 

resources; and an interactive data recording portal on their website. Spaces in 

the River Detectives program are limited so get in touch to register your 

interest by using the apply button on their website: 

www.riverdetectives.net.au.  

   

 

 

file:///G:/Kathie/Petaurus/WULN%20Pathways/www.riverdetectives.net.au


Excursions 

North East Water offers tours of its main water and wastewater treatment 

plants. Students from Year 3 and above can see their treatment process in 

action. Tours are preferred mid-week between 10am and 2pm. 

PEG can organise excursions to the Wirraminna Environmental Education 

Centre in Burrumbuttock for Preschool - Secondary schools.  Students 

participate in a day of learning about the environment, threatened species and 

Junior Landcare activities. 

Year 5 students from the Wodonga area can participate in a SEED Day each 

year. The students are treated to interesting and hands-on workshops 

presented by local Landcare groups and natural resource management 

organisations. Some examples of activities that could be undertaken include:  

¶ How to sort rubbish in order to minimize waste to landfill 

¶ Identifying water bugs to determine the health of local water ways 

¶ How to fish responsibly 

¶ Identifying local bird species and protecting their habitats 

¶ Being aware of how much water we use and to use water wisely 

¶ Understanding the environmental effects of the use of non-renewable 

energy 

¶ Planting and propagating  

¶ The interdependence of species through the Web of Life 

¶ The waste breakdown timeline 

¶ What to do in case of natural disasters such as floods 

¶ ŀƴŘ Χ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ !Ǌǘ Χ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ 

These days also provide opportunities for Secondary School sustainability 

projects. Students can embark on a project which will give them experience to 

demonstrate skills and knowledge in many integrated areas with an 

enthusiastic audience from the attending Primary Schools. 

Contact SEED to find out how your school can get involved. 

 

 

 



Nestboxes  ð monitoring and construction  

In urban areas, clearing of old growth trees for housing has resulted in fewer 

natural tree hollows for native birds and mammals. Nestboxes are a great way 

to provide shelter and breeding places for these animals and also provide 

people with an amazing opportunity to observe wildlife.  

Activity 1: In Wodonga, an entire network of nestboxes exists and a monitoring 

program is being developed. Monitoring could be done by a small group of 

students (Preschool ς Tertiary level) and a pole camera is available for loan. 

Boxes are checked and their condition, whether they are in use and by which 

species, is recorded using a web-based Citizen Science platform.  

Activity 2: Students (Primary ς Tertiary level) could manufacture nesting boxes 

for local native species. Different specifications are available for different 

species of birds, arboreal mammals and bats. These could be made available to 

local Friends and Landcare groups, installed within the school grounds or in a 

nearby park.  

For Nestbox patterns and advice, monitoring equipment for loan, monitoring 

lessons and field days, contact PAW or WULN. For Nestbox patterns and advice 

or construction to order, get in touch with the ¢ƘǳǊƎƻƻƴŀ aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘ. 

 

 

 



Community s ervice and environmental 

experiences  

Tree planting and clean up days  

Your school can ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ Ψƻƴ-ƎǊƻǳƴŘΩΦ 

Activities can be tailored to suit Preschool ς Tertiary level students. These 

could range from tree planting days at your local park or reserve, or Clean Up 

days removing rubbish and weeds. Students will come away with an 

understanding of bush regeneration techniques, a sense of pride in their 

achievements and support a local community group. Contact WULN or 

Wodonga Council for more information on how to get involved in these special 

days. 

Student Volunteer Programs  

The Friends of Willow Park, Felltimber Creek, David Winterbottom Park, the 

Ridge Reserves and Clyde Cameron Reserve Group all welcome the input of 

students. Their capacity to supervise is sometimes limited as all are volunteers. 

However very successful arrangements have been negotiated in the past for 

activities including weekly planting, mulching and weeding by Year 9 students, 

one-off events like National Tree Day plantings and Clean Up Australia Day, the 

manufacture, installation and maintenance of park equipment (benches and 

tables), nestbox manufacture and monitoring. Contact WULN for more 

information. 

There is also the opportunity for a school to become an urban friends group, as 

has the Wodonga Senior Secondary College Duke of Edinburgh program. 

WULN was able to link these students with Wodonga CouncilΩǎ Parks Team 

and they have been working in nearby Les Stone Park since 2016. 

PAW volunteers get involved with bush restoration and creating and 

maintaining infrastructure in regional bush parks and reserves. PAW has a 

great range of activities available to suit student projects around environment 

and community.  

Activities vary with the season and the weather. Students might be involved in 

fencing, animal, bird and plant surveys, mapping and site monitoring, weed 

control, planting and watering, erosion control, restoration works, installing 

signs, track maintenance, installing or repairing tables and benches, making 



nest boxes, installing stock proof pedestrian chicanes, rabbit control, track 

construction and more! 

School students wishing to undertake community service are welcome to join 

t!²Ωǎ program.  

 

Work experience/placements and VCAL programs  

Many local organisations such as WULN, PAW, Wodonga Council, NECMA, 

DELWP, North East Water and MDFRC support secondary school work 

experience students and/or tertiary placements on a case-by-case basis. Get in 

touch with your local contacts early in the year to secure work experience or 

placement opportunities.  

PAW offers a varied range of volunteer opportunities for Tertiary students 

aiming to complete their practicum hours or gain practical experience in the 

field to supplement their qualifications. 

Friends of Willow Park has a very successful VCAL partnership program with 

Wodonga Senior Secondary College. The program provides students with an 

opportunity to build up their skills and community hours whilst supporting 

volunteers with their activities including weekly planting, mulching and 

weeding. Students may have the opportunity to create a management plan for 

their local park or to develop their leadership skills by organising, promoting 

and leading an event such as a nest box monitoring day at the park. 

Many of the Wodonga parks near or adjacent to schools are supported by 

activities undertaken by Landcare groups. Perhaps your VCAL students could 

get involved in the management of their local park? Talk to WULN to find out 

more. 

 

  


